SUmmARY The Phadebact Gonococcus Test, a coagglutination procedure for the confirmation of identity of presumptive N gonorrhoeae isolates, was evaluated under normal working conditions in a routine diagnostic laboratory and compared with an immunofluorescence technique. Of 166 isolates of N gonorrhoeae from urogenital, rectal, and pharyngeal sites, 164 gave a positive coagglutination reaction, and one of the two negative isolates gave a positive reaction on retesting after subculture. There were no cross-reactions with other organisms tested. This was in contrast with the immunofluorescence technique; with this method, three of 46 isolates of N meningitidis fluoresced brightly, and a further 17 isolates of N meningitidis gave reactions that were difficult to interpret.
Colonies of presumptive N gonorrhoeae (oxidasepositive, Gram-negative diplococci) may be identified by biochemical methods-for example, carbohydrate utilisation, enzymatic profiles, or serological techniques such as immunofluorescence (IFL), coagglutination (COA). The method of coagglutination of antibody-coated staphylococci has been applied to the identification and typing of several species of bacteria.1"3 This simple and rapid procedure was first described for the identification of Ngonorrhoeae in 1974.4 A commercial kit, the Phadebact Gonococcus Test, was introduced and has since been modified. 5 We compared this technique with IFL, another rapid method of identification, using a carbohydrate utilisation method for the confirmation of the identity of the organisms tested. In common with other workers, we have experienced some difficulties with IFL. Cross-reactions with other organisms, particularly N meningitidis, occur and some isolates of N gonorrhoeae do not fluoresce. 6 
Discussion
We have previously used the IFL technique described above to confirm the identity of isolates of presumptive N gonorrhoeae from all sources. Carbohydrate utilisation tests are performed on all pharyngeal isolates4 915 and in some other selected cases. The close antigenic relationship between gonococci and meningococci is well known.7 "" We have observed meningococcal isolates resembling gonococci in fluorescence, when the whole organism fluoresces brightly. More commonly, punctate staining of the periphery of meningococcal organisms has been seen, and we have used the term "spotted staining" to describe this.14 In practice, specimens from the Department of Genito-Urinary Medicine are processed by one person, who becomes experienced in the interpretation of results.
Other workers have evaluated the performance of the Phadebact Gonococcus Test, both on clinical isolates and laboratory stock cultures. Three studies6 15 17 
